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Course syllabus

Modern neuroscience of consciousness

Instructor(s)

Anna Anzulewicz, Ph.D.

Contact details

anna.anzulewicz@psych.uw.edu.pl

Affiliation University of Warsaw
Course format seminar
Number of hours 30 hours

Number of ECTS credits

3 ECTS credits

Brief course description

Consciousness, formerly seen as something private and accessible, was
the domain of philosophers for many centuries. In the last few decades,
interest in consciousness research flourished, providing us with answers
not only about the nature of consciousness, but also about its neural
correlates, and the relationship between consciousness and various
cognitive processes. During the course, students should become familiar
with the most important theories and paradigms used in consciousness
research.

Full course description

The course is a comprehensive introduction to the modern neuroscience
of consciousness. Instead of focusing on popular philosophical theories of
consciousness, the course tackles empirical problems related to studying
subjective experience.

During the course, students should become familiar with the most
important topics discussed in consciousness research, including: cognitive
theories of consciousness, neural correlates of consciousness, animal
consciousness, awareness scales, the relationship between consciousness
and various cognitive (attention, memory, cognitive control) and
emotional processes, and free will.

The participants will also design and present their own experiment
tackling one of the research problems in the field of the scientific study of
consciousness.

Learning outcomes

Knowledge:
¢ student understands the cognitive and neural underpinnings of
consciousness (K_W08)
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e student knows both classic and modern methods of consciousness
research (K_W12)

Skills:

e studentis able to analyse the results of scientific studies in the field of
consciousness, using basic methods and tools (K_U04)

e studentis able to critically analyse and evaluate the results of
scientific research (K_U05)

e student is able to communicate test results in oral form (K_U06)

Social competence:

¢ student understands the need to constantly update her/his
knowledge (K_K04)

e student knows how to initiate, prepare and lead a discussion;
is able to participate in the discussion in a constructive way;
respectfully listens to the opinions of other people (K_K06)

Learning activities
and teaching methods

List of topics/classes The following topics will be discussed:
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Velmans, M. & Schneider, S. (eds.) (2007). The Blackwell companion to
consciousness. Oxford: Blackwell.

Assessment methods
and criteria

Class activity - frequent participation in class discussions, students can
also prepare short (15-20 min) presentations - 30%

Written assignment - An essay (approx. 5 pages) written on the basis of
topics undertaken during classes (research on the use of knowledge in the
field of awareness, structure, coherence and clarity of the message, a
critical approach to metro stations presented during classes) - 40%

Test - 30%

completion of an introductory course in scientific research methodology

Attendance rules

Attendance - two unexcused absences are allowed, in the case of a
greater number of absences (both excused and unexcused), it will be the
delivery of a written work related to the subject of the classes as materials

Prerequisites

None.
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Academic honesty

Students must respect the principles of academic integrity. Cheating and
plagiarism (including copying work from other students, internet or other
sources) are serious violations that are punishable and instructors are
required to report all cases to the administration.

Remarks




